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President Mary Robinson
Mary Robinson is a former President of Ireland and former United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, widely recognised for her leadership in climate
justice and human rights. She was Ireland’s first female president, and has since built
a global career as a lawyer, academic and international advocate. Her keynote
presentations explore climate change, gender equality, responsible leadership and
global cooperation, offering audiences a clear and human perspective on some of the
world’s most pressing challenges.

KEY TOPICS

Climate Justice: Hope, Resilience & the Fight for a Sustainable Future
Women’s Leadership & Climate Change

BIOGRAPHY

Mary Robinson: Climate Justice and Global Leadership
Mary  Robinson  became  the  first  woman  elected  President  of  Ireland  in  1990.  She  served  as  the  country’s
seventh president until 1997, helping to reshape the role through her focus on inclusion, equality and Ireland’s
relationship with communities around the world.

Following her presidency, she was appointed United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. From 1997
to 2002, she worked to place international human rights more firmly at the centre of the United Nations agenda.

This combination of political leadership, legal expertise and personal conviction gives her keynote presentations
unusual depth. President Robinson speaks as a former head of state who has witnessed how global decisions
affect individuals and communities, particularly those with the least power or influence.

From Trinity College Dublin to the World Stage
Before  becoming  the  first  female  President  of  Ireland,  Mary  Robinson  built  a  distinguished  career  in  law,
academia  and  public  service.

She studied law at Trinity College Dublin before attending Harvard Law School, where she completed a Master
of Laws degree in 1968. At the age of 25, she became Reid Professor of Criminal Law at Trinity College Dublin,
where she also taught constitutional law.

Mary Robinson represented the University of Dublin constituency in the Irish Senate from 1969 to 1989. In 1988,
she and her husband, Nicholas Robinson, founded the Irish Centre for European Law.

She later served as Chancellor of the University of Dublin from 1998 to 2019. She remains closely connected to
Trinity College and is currently Adjunct Professor of Climate Justice at Trinity College Dublin. She has also
previously served as Professor of Practice at Columbia University.

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Robinson
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Her academic and legal experience allows her to explain complex questions around leadership, policy and
corporate responsibility in a way that is clear, relevant and accessible.

A Respected Advocate for Climate Justice
Mary Robinson has dedicated much of her career to showing how climate change is connected to poverty,
inequality, gender equality and human rights.

Her work on climate justice focuses on a reality that is often overlooked: people who have contributed least to
climate  change  are  frequently  those  facing  its  most  serious  effects.  Extreme  weather  events,  food  insecurity
and displacement place particular pressure on communities with limited resources or political influence.

Between 2013 and 2016, Mary Robinson held three UN Secretary-General Special Envoy roles. She served as
Special Envoy for the Great Lakes Region of Africa, Special Envoy on Climate Change, and Special Envoy on El
Niño and Climate. In these roles, she worked with governments, civil society and global leaders to build support
for coordinated international action.

In 2010, she established the Mary Robinson Foundation - Climate Justice. The foundation worked to promote
people-centred approaches to sustainable development and to strengthen the connection between human
rights and climate policy.

Her book, Climate Justice: Hope, Resilience, and the Fight for a Sustainable Future, shares stories of people
responding to the climate crisis within their own communities. It offers a hopeful but realistic view of what can
be achieved when leadership is supported by practical action.

The Elders and International Leadership
Mary Robinson is a founding member of The Elders, an independent group of global leaders brought together by
Nelson Mandela to promote peace, justice, human rights and ethical leadership.

She served as Chair  of  The Elders from 2018 until  October 2024 and remains an active member of  the
organisation. As former Chair of The Elders, she has engaged with world leaders, international institutions and
civil society organisations on climate change, conflict, inequality and global cooperation.

Her wider leadership experience includes co-founding the Council of Women World Leaders in 1996. The council
connects women who have served as presidents and prime ministers, encouraging greater female participation
at the highest levels of government.

Mary Robinson was also Honorary President of Oxfam International from 2002 to 2012. From 2002 to 2010, she
led Realizing Rights: The Ethical Globalization Initiative, which worked to place human rights at the heart of
globalisation, development and corporate responsibility.

A Keynote Speaker for Corporate Events and Conferences
Mary Robinson is an excellent choice for organisations looking for a keynote speaker who can address global
challenges with honesty, experience and optimism.

https://theelders.org/profile/mary-robinson
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Her presentations help audiences understand the relationship between climate change, international human
rights and organisational decision-making. Rather than treating climate justice as a distant political issue, she
explains what it means for leadership teams, employees, investors, customers and local communities.

Drawing on her work with governments, businesses and global leaders, she combines strategic insight with
personal stories from her career. Her speaking style is warm, direct and grounded in decades of practical
experience.

Mary Robinson can speak on topics including climate justice, responsible business, gender equality, women’s
leadership, international human rights and ethical decision-making. She also explores how organisations can
respond to uncertainty, support sustainable development and take greater responsibility for future generations.

Recognition and Global Influence
In 2009, President Barack Obama awarded Mary Robinson the Presidential Medal of Freedom in recognition of
her  work  as  the  first  woman  President  of  Ireland,  a  former  UN  High  Commissioner  for  Human  Rights  and  an
international advocate for justice and equality.

She has also received numerous international awards, honorary distinctions and honorary doctorates for her
contributions to public life, human rights and climate justice.

Her experience gives audiences something increasingly rare: the perspective of a former president who can
discuss international policy while keeping the conversation focused on real people.

This  balance  makes  President  Mary  Robinson  a  compelling  keynote  speaker  for  leadership  conferences,
sustainability events, executive gatherings, corporate programmes and international forums.

Why Book Mary Robinson?
Mary  Robinson  brings  first-hand  experience  of  political  leadership,  international  diplomacy  and  climate
advocacy  to  every  event.

Audiences gain a clearer understanding of how climate change, human rights and leadership are connected.
They also leave with a stronger sense of what governments, businesses and individuals can do to create
meaningful change.

Her combination of authority, empathy and practical insight makes her a memorable choice for organisations
seeking a speaker who can challenge an audience without leaving them discouraged.

Book Mary Robinson for Your Next Event
Book Mary Robinson to give your audience an informed and inspiring perspective on climate justice, gender
equality, international human rights and responsible global leadership.

Contact us to discuss Mary Robinson’s speaking fees, availability and suitability for your next corporate event,
conference or leadership programme.

https://www.ohchr.org/en/about-us/high-commissioner/past/mary-robinson#:~:text=Mary%20Robinson%20became%20the%20United,endorsement%20of%20the%20General%20Assembly.
https://speakerideas.com/contact

