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Maayke-Aimée Damen
Maayke-Aimée Damen, a renowned keynote speaker, embodies the forefront of
sustainability and the circular economy, using nature’s efficiencies to guide global
industries towards regenerative practices. Her impactful insights are poised to
enlighten and motivate any audience.

KEY TOPICS

Sustainability
Circular Economy
(Critical) Raw Materials
(Female) Entrepreneurship
Climate

BIOGRAPHY

Maayke-Aimée Damen: A Beacon of Sustainability
and Circular Economy
Maayke-Aimée Damen has always been inspired by the natural  world,  drawing parallels between nature’s
cyclical  processes and the potential  for  our economic systems to operate similarly.  Her deep passion for
sustainability, combined with a sharp intellect and a strong will, has positioned her as a formidable force in the
drive towards a more sustainable and circular economy.

The Journey to Excess Materials Exchange
One of Maayke’s most significant contributions to the circular economy is the founding of the Excess Materials
Exchange (EME), a revolutionary marketplace that connects companies looking to buy and sell excess materials
and products. The platform is more than a marketplace; it’s a visionary attempt to minimise waste by creating a
dynamic space where materials find their highest value potential, promoting a continuous loop of use and reuse.
Through EME, Maayke has not only demonstrated the practical applications of circular economy principles but
has also garnered international acclaim, receiving prestigious accolades such as the MIT Innovator under 35 and
the EU Impulse Giver 2022.

Shaping Policies and Leading by Example
Beyond  her  entrepreneurial  ventures,  Maayke-Aimée  Damen  has  been  instrumental  in  developing  and
advocating for policies that support sustainable practices. The Resources Passport, a concept she pioneered,
has been integrated into Dutch and European policy frameworks, serving as a tool for mapping the material
metabolism of economies. This initiative underscores her ability to translate innovative ideas into actionable
policies that drive change.
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A Voice for the Circular Economy
As a sought-after  speaker,  Maayke’s  influence extends to  global  platforms where she shares her  insights  and
experiences with a broader audience. Her ability to articulate the importance of a circular economy, coupled
with her enthusiasm and authority on the subject, makes her a powerful advocate for change. Through her
speaking engagements, including TEDx talks, Maayke continues to inspire and mobilise action towards a more
sustainable future.

Vision for a Regenerative Future
Currently, as the Executive Director of The Pioneers of our Time Foundation, Maayke is focusing on creating a
regenerative operating system for humanity. This bold initiative aims to foster thriving societies and resilient
landscapes, demonstrating her commitment to pushing the boundaries of sustainability and circularity. Maayke-
Aimée  Damen’s  work  goes  beyond  immediate  environmental  benefits.  By  holding  advisory  and  thought
leadership roles in various organisations, including the United Nations and the Port of Amsterdam, she is
shaping  the  discourse  around  sustainability  and  mentoring  the  next  generation  of  leaders  in  the  field.  Her
efforts  are  a  testament  to  her  belief  in  the  power  of  collective  action  and  innovation  to  address  some of  the
most pressing challenges of our time.

Book Maayke-Aimée Damen To Speak At Your Next Event!
Maayke-Aimée Damen’s journey is a beacon of hope and a call  to action for all  of  us. Her dedication to
mimicking nature’s sustainable cycles in our economic and industrial  systems is  not just  visionary;  it’s  a
necessary step towards a more sustainable and equitable world. Whether through founding platforms like the
EME,  influencing  policies,  or  inspiring  through  her  speeches,  Maayke  embodies  the  spirit  of  innovation  and
persistence.  To  learn  more  about  her  work  or  to  invite  Maayke  to  speak  at  your  event,  contact  us  here.
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