Speaker Ideas :

sharing the power of ideas

Enda Kenny

He served as Ireland’s Taoiseach from 2011 to 2017, leading the country out of the
2008 financial crisis. Under his leadership, Ireland became Europe’s fastest-growing
economy — a powerful example of how effective governance fuels recovery.

KEY TOPICS

e Brexit

e Future of Europe

e Decision-making in politics - lessons for business leaders
e Global political developments

BIOGRAPHY

Enda Kenny’s Role as Taoiseach and Ireland’s Economic Recovery

Enda Kenny TD held the top job as Irish Taoiseach from March 2011 until he handed the reins over in June
2017. With a long-standing career in politics, he’s one of the most seasoned leaders Europe’s seen, and he’s got
plenty to say about navigating tough times, leading with purpose, creating a fairer society, and how Europe fits
into the bigger global picture. Back in September 2008, the global financial crisis hit hard, and the lIrish
economy took a brutal hit. The country’s domestic banking sector had gone all-in on property investments, and
when the bubble burst, the economic landscape was left reeling. The then government stepped in to cover the
banks’ debts, hoping to calm the markets. But the weight of those liabilities quickly became too much. By
November 2010, Ireland had to seek help from the European Commission, the European Central Bank, and
the International Monetary Fund — a move that kicked off what everyone came to call “the bailout”. When
Kenny took office in March 2011, things were still on shaky ground. But over the next six years, his government
led Ireland out of the mess. By 2013, the country was back in the financial markets. Unemployment, which had
peaked above 15%, came down to 6%. Interest rates on Irish borrowing fell, slashed from a painful 15% to
nothing. It was a remarkable turnaround by any measure — one that underscored how Ireland regained control
of its economic sovereignty. When he stepped aside in 2017, Kenny made way for his Fine Gael party colleague
Leo Varadkar without drama. And although he left the Taoiseach role, he kept his seat in parliament until the
next election. A steady hand at the wheel during a vast domestic challenge — no doubt about it.

A Longstanding Political Career and Social Reform

This guy’s been in national politics for over four decades — first elected way back in 1975 and then re-elected in
every single one of the next 11 general elections. That's a serious run. Over the years, he’'s worn plenty of hats:
minister for tourism and trade, education, youth affairs, and labour. He's also had a seat at some pretty
important tables, like the New Ireland Forum, which was all about tackling the situation in Northern Ireland.
When he became Fine Gael leader and later Taoiseach, one of the standout moments came in 2015. After a
citizen-led convention put marriage equality on the table, his government took it to the people. The result? A
national referendum that rewrote the Irish Constitution to legalise same-sex marriage — and Ireland made
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history as the first country to do it that way. He was also in charge during the centenary of Irish independence,
guiding the country through a massive and meaningful commemoration. Another big move? He took on the
long-standing dynamic between the state and the Catholic Church. After a string of deeply troubling scandals
were exposed, he played a key role in reshaping that relationship. It was a turning point, and one that didn’t go
unnoticed by civil society leaders who had long called for reform. His leadership helped steer Ireland toward a
more inclusive society. Notably, his political journey began at National University, where his early activism
took shape.

European Contributions and International Presence

Back in 2013, he took the lead during the European Union presidency and played a major role in locking in a
hefty €960 billion budget deal. For six years, he also held a key spot as vice president of the European People’s
Party over at the European Parliament level. Fast forward to March 2017—he stood alongside President Trump
at the White House for a St Patrick’s Day press conference. What really grabbed attention, though, was his
heartfelt take on immigration, which ended up being watched by millions. His work within the European
Council and connections to international business have given him an unrivalled perspective on both the global
economy and Irish trade, leading to an invitation to join a high-level advisory council.

Political Resilience and Global Perspective

When Mr Kenny assumed the reins of his political party, it was coming off a tough election loss. The outlook
wasn’t great, but he didn’t waste time feeling sorry for anyone. Instead, he rolled up his sleeves and launched a
campaign to breathe new life into the party. The result? A huge turnaround. In 2011, Fine Gael stormed to
victory, becoming the largest party in the country - a first in its history. He didn’t stop there either. Under his
leadership, Fine Gael topped the polls not just nationally, but across local councils and the European Parliament
too - something that had never happened before. In 2016, voters sent him back as prime minister (Taoiseach)
for a second term. One of the things that's always stood out about him is how well he connects with all kinds of
people - whether it's world leaders, CEOs, or grassroots community groups. When he speaks, there’s no fluff -
just a clear, thoughtful take on what's happening globally. He pulls from years of political and international
experience to explain today’s transformational environment and fast-moving political and economic shifts in a
way that makes sense - including Northern Ireland issues and EU negotiations. If you're part of a business
audience, you'll get plenty out of what he shares. He talks openly about leadership under pressure, how to
make big decisions during times of change, and what it takes to keep things moving forward. Business
audiences learn from his insights on topics like Brexit, trade, and EU dynamics. His take on Brexit? Unmatched.
And if you're trying to make sense of the rise in populist politicians or what lies ahead for Europe in a globalised
world, he's got plenty to say there too. He’'s brilliant during Q&A sessions and makes sure to get a full brief
before stepping on stage - so everything he shares feels spot-on and tailored to who he’s speaking to. His ability
to connect with Irish people at all levels adds a grounded perspective that resonates with both national and
international audiences seeking business transformation insights.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WkZ3xzmjOfw
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2017/03/17/ireland-pm-speech-st-patrick-immigrant-sje-mobile-orig.cnn
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2017-10-18/ex-irish-pm-kenny-hard-brexit-would-be-catastrophe-video

